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CLAIMS 

Claims 1-20, 22, 25, 26. and 29 hove been cancelled. 

21 . (Amended - Claim 24} A method for managing hearth carc-rclatcd information about a 
patient as electronic records over a communications network comprising: 

electronically handling the records as a plurality of component fields maintained in a 
database of a health care organisation, each component field associated with a particular type of 
data associated with the patient; 

stonng^determininfl access rules determined by the patient jn a computer, the access 
rules based at least in part on a role of a person desiring access, to selectively govern access to 
the component fields by both health care providers and non health care providersr-tte-access 
ry&s-^errni^d-by the patient; 

applying the access rules before the component fields are accessed; 

providing to a fiist group of individuals access based on the access rules to a fiist 
predetermined group of the component fields of the records when a first access parameter is 
present, Ihe first access parameter relating to desired access by thea first group or individuals, 
th e first group of individuals including a first health care provid er having a first role , th e provid i ng 

including provid i ng a cc ess to the first group -of in d i v i dua l s, the first predetermined group ot the 
component fields relating to a first medical condition of Ihe patient; 

providing to a sec ond grou p ot individuals access based on ihe a«;cess rules to a second 
predetermined group of the component fields of the records when a second access parameter 
different from the first access parameter is present, the second predetermined group ot the 
component fields not identical to the first predetermined group of the component fields, the 
second access parameter relating to desired access by thea second group of individuals not 
identical to the first group of individuals, the second group of indiv iduals incl uding a second health 
care provider havino a second ro t e not identical to the first role, t h e provid i ng -access based on 
tfc6-a£cess rules-tothe second predetermined- group of th e compon e nt iields inclu d i ng provid i ng 
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access to th& second group of-indwiduaterthe second predetermined group of the component 
fields relating to a second medical condition of the patient; and 

completely denying to the second group of individuals access to at least a portion of the 
first predetermined group of the component fields of the records when the second aoooss 
p a r a m e t e r is pr e s e nt , wherein the first predetermined group of the component fields is not alt of 
the component fields and the second predetermined group of the component fields is not all of 
thjBcor yiponent fields. 

23. (ArrtendecO The method of Claim 21 wherein the determining aecessHFutes-inoludes 
consideri ng a rote o f a p e rso n d e siring a cc e ss, t h e m e thod f urther comprising evaluating a login 
identifier associated with the person, the login identifier associated with the role of the person. 

24. (Cancelled) T h e method of C l a i m 21 wh e r ei n: 

the-detefmmw» g acc e ss rule& -includes considering a rote of a perso n des i r i ng aooooo; 
the-first-gpoup of individuals includes a first health care prov i der h a v i ng -a-ftrst role; 
th e s e cond group of ind i v i du als inc l ud e&a second health care provider havrng-a ceoon d 
role not identical to-t he t i ret ro le ; 

and the second predetermined g roup of th e compon e nt fi el d s i s not a l l of th e component fields; 
and 

th e fiiTsi prodotorm i nod grou p ot the- component fie ld s is not id e nt i c a l to -the se co nd 
predetermined grou p of the compon e nt f ie lds, 

27. (Cancelled). The- meth od ot C l a i m 21 wh e r ei n: 

th e se cond group of i nd i v i du als i nc l ud es a personal-r e l ation who i s not a medical care 
pmvider of the patient; and 

• the second predetermi n e d group of th e co mponent fields is a fracti on of a l t of th e 
compon e nt fi el ds. 

28. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 21 wherein; 

the second predetermined group ot component fields is indicative of good health of the 
patient; and 
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the first predetermined group of component fields Is indicative of had hearth of the 

patient. 

30. (Amende d) The method of Claim 21 further com pri si n ow h e r e i n tho d e t e rm i n i ng a cc e ss 
rules includes: 

associating with one of the component fields permitted transactions selected from the 
group consisting of create, display, modify, and transmit, or any combination thereof: 

associating with the one component field unpermitted transactions selected from the 
group consisting of create, display, modify, and transmit, or any combination thereof; and 

restricting manipulation of the one component field to only the permitted transactions. 

31 . (Unchanged! T he method of Claim 21 further comprising: 

selectively organizing the records or component fields thereof according to selectable 
parameter based at least in portion upon the particular types of patient data; and 

compiling the organized records or component fields thereof into an electronic file history 
thai is storable in the electronic database tor later access. 

32. (Amended) The method of Claim 21 wherein the first gremp-ef todi v i duo l s i ncludes hon i lh 
care provider and-the second group of individuals includes atjeast one health care providers ftot 
also included in the first group of individuals. 

33. (Cancelled) A method t€tf 4iand li ng h e a l th car e r e lat e d record s of a patient comprising: 

d e f i n i ng a Ihr e sho Jd-event relating to -b oth m e d i ca l and nonmod i oo l data -afrout-the 
patient, the threshotd-e vont d e fin e d by tho patient; 

programming the datab as e or an as s oc i ated oom puteMMth-the threshold eveat; 
ana l ys i ng th e records stor e d in th e d a t a b ase to- determi n e i f th e thr e sho l d e v e nt h as 

using the database orthe assoc i at e d comput e r to auto roatically prowde- Qn electronic 
not i ficat i on, that i s not an offov to havo mod i Go l ce rvices performed, to a non h ea lth c a r e provid e r 
selected by-the patien t upon occurrenc e of th e threshold -event as defined by -the-patient-.- 
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M. (Cancelled) T h e m e tho d-of Ctalm 33 wherekvthefecor<fe-Gomam i nformation r e c e iv e d 
from various commun i c a t i ons d e v i c e s coupled to t h e d a t a b a s e o r-the -associated computer. 

35. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of Cla i m 33 wherein th e thresho l d e v e nt re iatesto monetary 
amounts ow e d by th e p a t ie nt to a h e alth ti a r a prov i d e r and wh erein 4he-electrontc notif icatio n 
includes-a-feqtfest-t o make paym e nts to th e h e alth go re prov i d e r -a ft e r s e rv i c es a r e-performed. 

36. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod olClaim-35 wherein the interested enti ty it; th e pat ie nt. 

37. (Cancelled) T he method of C l aim 33 where i n: 

th e thres ho ld e vent re l at e s to r e c ei pt by th e datab a s e of e n a ntipip a t e d record; 
the interested ^ntitv-is-a-pe rsona l r el at i on of th e pat ie nt; and 

38. (Am ended - C laim 44) A method for managing health care-related information about a 
patient as electronic records over a communications network comprising: 

electronically handling the records as a plurality of component fields maintained in a 
database of a health care organization, each component field associated with a particular type of 
patient data associated with the patient; 

storing d ele^mitttaq access rules de termined at least in part bv the patient in a com puter 
to selectively govern access to the component fieldSi-lhe^access rules determin e d at l e ast i n part 
by the patient, 

applying the access rules before the component fields are accessed: 
providing based on the access rules for a first group of individuals access to a first set of 
component fields of the records when a first access parameter is present, the first access 
parameter relating to desired access by the first group of individuals, the first set of component 
fields relating to medica l health a first conditieo-of the patient, the first gr oup of individuals 
including health care providers : 

providing based on the access rules for a second group of individuals not identical to the 
first group of individuals access to a second set of component fields of the records when a 
second access parameter not identical to the first access parameter is present, the second set of 
component fields not identical to the first set of component fields, the second access parameter 
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relating to desired access by the second group of individuals, the second set of component fields 
relating to a criterion about mo netary amounts owed bv s e cond condit i on of the patient , the 
second uroup of individuals includ ing billing or accounting personnel : and 

denying lo Ihe second group of individuals access to at least a portion or the first set of 
component fields of the records. 

39. /Cancelled) The method-o f Cla i m 38 wh e r ei n the s e cond condition relates to non- 

40. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod o f-&a4m-3& wherein the seoond-gfeup- of i nd i v i dua l s i no l ud o r, 
bUting or account i ng p e rsonne l a nd wh e r ei n th e second set o f compon e nt f ie lds r e lat e *; to 



41 . (Amended) The method of Claim 3840 wh e r ei n the f i rst -set of component fi 
information a bout mod «^ health of the patien t, th e m e thod further comprising denying the billing 
or accounting personnel access to any portion of the first set of component fields. 

42. (Cancelled) T h e m et hod of Claim 3ft wherein: 

the first set o f compon e nt f ie lds s ati s f i es a -first -criterion about mone tary amounts owod 

the second s e t of compon e nt fi el d s sa t is f ies a second -c rit e rion about mon etoy-amounts 
ow e d by th e p a ti e nt. 

43. ( Cancelled) The method of C lai m 42 wh e r ei n: 

th e f i rst group of i nd i vidualc -indudes billing or a cco unti ng porsonnol; a nd 

t h e s e cond g roup of ind iv i duals inc l udes persona l ro tations of the patient: 

44. (Cancelled) T he-methodot ^ l a i m 38 wh e re i n: 

the first set ote ompon e nt f ie lds s a t i sfi e s a first criterion abo ut mon e tary a mount s owed 
by th e pati e nt; 

th e se cond se t ^f-cemponent fie lds r el at es to m e d i c al health of the p ot i ont. 
the- first gro up of i nd i v i dua l s i nc l udes bi lling or accounting 
the seeond group of ind iv i duate i nc l ud es h ea lth c are providers. 



(New) The m ethod of Claim 21 wherein: 
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the first medical condition concerns a first illness suffered by the patie nt: and 

the sec ond m edical condi dtion concerns a second illness suffered bv the patient. 

46. (New) The method of Cla im 45 wherein the first illness and the second illness are not 
medically related, 

47. (New) The method of Claim 21 wherein the computer includes the database. 

48. (New) The method of Claim 47 wherein the computer is a server. 
49 (New) The method of C laim 48 further comprising: 

storing a t hreshold event ■■e lating to data about the patient, the thr eshold event defined bv 
the patient: 

analyzing the records to determine if the threshold event has occurred: and 
sending an electronic notification to an entity selected by the patient upon occurr ence of 
the threshold event. 

5QL_ m (New) The m ethod of Claim 21 wherein the computer includes t he database and the 

access rules are stored in the database . 

51 . (New - Claims 21 . 27) A method for managing healt h care-related information about a 
patient as e l ectronic rec ords over a communications network comprising: 

electronically handling the records as a plurality of co mponent fields maintained in a 
database of a health care organ izatio n, each component field associated with a particular ty pe ot 
data assoc iat ed with the patient: 

storing access rules determined by the p atient in a computer to selectively govern acces s 
to the component fiel d s by both health care providers and non hea ltft care providers: 

applying the access rules before the component fields are accessed ; 

providing to a first group of individuals access based on the access rules to a first 
predetermined group of the compon ent field s of the records when a first access paramete r is 
present, the first access para meter r elating to desired access bv the first gro u p of individuals, the 
first prede termined group of the component fields relating to a fi rst medical condition of the 
patient: 
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providing to a second group of individuals, i ncluding a personal relation who is not a 
nradififtl. par e prov id er of the patient, access based on the access rules to a second 
pred etermined group of the component fields of the records when a se cond a ccess parameter 
differ ent from the first access parameter is present, the setsonrt p redeterm i ned group of the 
component fields not identical to the first predetermined oroup of the comp onent nelds. the 
second access parameter relating to desired a c cess by the second group of individuals not 
identical to the first group of individuals, the second predetermined group of the component fields 
relating to a second medical condition of the patient and constituting a fractio n of all of the 
component fields: apd 

completely d enying to the second group of individuals access lo at le ast a po rtio n of the 
first predetermined group of the component fields of the records. 

52. (Newl The method of Claim 51 further compri sing: 

associating with one of the component fields permitted transactions selected fr om the 
group consisting of create, display, modify, and t rans mit, o r any combination thereof: 

associating w ith the one component field unpermitted transa ctions selected from the 
gr oup c onsisting of create, dis play, modify, and transmit, or any combination thereof: a nd 

restricting manipulation of the one com ponent field to only the permitted transactions. 

53. (New) The method of Clai m 5 1 wherein the computer includes the da tabase. 

H, . , . (New) Th e method of Claim 38 further comprising denying to the fi rst group of individuals 
access to at least a pod ion of the second set of component fields of the records. 

55, nNew) The method of Claim 38 wherein the first grou p of individuals or the second group 

of individual s includes a personal relation of the patient, the persona l relatio n of the patient not 

necessarily a billing or accounting pe rsonnel or a hearth care provider. 

56, (New) The method of Claim 38 wherein the computer includes the databa se. 
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